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As a bioengineer, Karen Burg’s footprint shows how 
her work is helping nature do what comes naturally — 
only better.
Her research has centered on absorbable polymers, 
biofabrication and tissue engineering. Three books, more 
than 30 book and encyclopedia chapters, nearly 90 
refereed journal publications and nearly 120 conference 
proceedings are evidence of her research experience.
Not to mention more than 30 academic awards, 
including the Presidential Early Career Award for 
Scientists and Engineers in 2002 and a National Science 
Foundation Faculty Early Career Award in 2001.  She 
is one of seven members of the 2014 inaugural class of 
American Association for the Advancement of Science-
Lemelson Invention Ambassadors.
Beginning in August, her laboratory will encompass 
nine colleges and more than 90 research centers. Burg is 
Kansas State University’s next vice president for research 
and will lead the university’s research mission in support 
of the goal to become a Top 50 public research university 
by 2025.
“I look forward to working with faculty, staff and students to further 
the research, scholarly and creative activities, and discovery mission. 
Together we will fulfill the K-State 2025 vision.”
Bioengineering expert at the helm of  Kansas State University’s research strategy
A new approach
Burg also will be a professor of chemical engineering in the College of 
Engineering. Darren Dawson, College of Engineering dean, has known Burg for 
nearly 20 years.
“Karen is exceptionally qualified and well-known, and has been highly 
respected during her time at Clemson University,” Dawson said.
At Clemson University, Burg was the Hunter endowed chair, a professor of 
bioengineering and director of the Institute for Biological Interfaces of Engineering. 
From 2007 to 2011 she was Clemson’s interim vice provost for research and 
innovation. Before that, she directed several of Clemson’s laboratories.
She earned a bachelor’s degree in chemical engineering from North Carolina 
State University, followed by a master’s degree and a doctorate in bioengineering 
from Clemson University. Her postdoctoral fellowship at Carolinas Medical 
Center in Charlotte, North Carolina, focused on tissue engineering.
“Her energy and vision will help support our productive faculty as we expand 
one of the university’s core missions,” said Kirk Schulz, Kansas State University 
president.
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